
Mid-Minnesota Development Commission 

April 1, 2019 ATP Public Information Meeting 

The meeting was held at the Kandiyohi County Health & Human Services Building  

In Attendance:  

From Kandiyohi County: DuWayne Underthun, Rollie Nissen, Mel Odens, Sean Christensen, 

Steve Ahmann 

From McLeod County: John Broukhorst, Robert Anderson, Kent Exner 

From Meeker County:  Lorallen Schmeling, Phil Schmalz 

From Renville County: Jeff Marlowe, Jeff Benson, Francis Schweiss,  

Others: Jordan Van Oort, SEH representing Olivia and Glencoe; MNDOT Staff Lindsey Bruer, 

Todd Broadwell, MMDC Executive Director Donn Winckler and Community Planner Kyle Ten 

Napel  

Public Comments: 

During the presentation of the four-year ATIP there were general questions and answers to the 

specific projects mentioned. 

For the 2021 TH 9 mid-block crossing at NLS High School project it was mentioned that it 

would be good if the project included a RRFB system to help with safety. 

There was a discussion about railroad crossing projects. Have notifications of rail projects to 

road jurisdictions been improved?  This is especially needed with projects after 2020 needing a 

ten percent match. Lindsey mentioned that she’s heard from several local units of government 

throughout the District that the coordination has been much better recently than in the past.  

The Glencoe Transportation Study was discussed which may lead to the need for programmed 

improvements. 

There was a question on the timing of the TH 23 South Gap Project.  It was mentioned that the 

project is planned to start in 2024, however District 8 staff are looking into the possibility of an 

earlier start.    

There was a question if passing lanes were considered for TH 15 2023 project from TH 12 to the 

Stearns County line.  A Passing Lane Study was recently completed for that section of Highway.  

Lindsey answered they were considered, but there are not the funds to add them to the project at 

this time.  If additional funding become available, it may be considered.  There was also a 

question on MnDOT District 3’s plans regarding passing lanes on their segment of Highway 15.    

Safety at McLeod CSAH 1 jct. with TH 7 was brought up.  The Highway 7 Safety Assessment of 

major intersections east of Hutchinson will provide guidance on what should be done with this 

intersection. 

Pedestrians crossing Highway 12 in Downtown Willmar on the western curve (by Frieda’s Café) 

was brought up to ask if MnDOT has looked for a solution to the safety issue. Lindsey 



mentioned MnDOT has a project identified in their 10-year plan for this area and it will be 

reviewed at the time of scoping for that project, as improvements are more cost efficient when 

part of a larger project and because MnDOT staff from the District and Central Office have 

looked into solutions for this area and don’t have great solutions that wouldn’t require a larger 

project.  

It was mentioned that the programmed reclaim project on Highway 15 in 2023 may not make it 

until 2023 due to the bad condition.   

There was discussion that TH 212 East gap in Carver County needs support from everyone 

including MnDOT District 8.   

A participant mentioned the need for the construction of a Kandiyohi CSAH 55 overpass that 

would connect to the new Interchange at TH 23 and CSAH 5.  This bridge over the BNSF 

railroad would tie into the new Willmar Railroad WYE project with a direct connection to the 

City’s Industrial Park. 

There was a question on what will happen if the Legislature increases state funding of 

transportation.  Part of the answer was that current programed projects could be advanced or 

upscoped, however many would stay the same as it takes many years to develop these projects. It 

is important to have long-term, predictable and sustainable funding for transportation projects as 

they take a lot of coordination and a long time to develop.  

Jeff Benson (BOLD School Board member) asked about the process of seeking a turning lane on 

Hwy 212.  Donn Winckler will provide the contact Jeff Illies who handles District 8’s permits.  

After the meeting a discussion with Jeff reviled that there is a possibility of a new high school 

being constructed beside TH 212 in Bird Island.  Mr. Winckler told Jeff if the school moves 

forward with this project the School District and City should sit down with MnDOT to fully go 

over the plan on a transportation basis.   

During the TAC meeting portion of the overall meeting, Lindsey discussed the upcoming District 

8 Freight Plan.   

 


